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                   Principal’s Report 

Grade 7 Meet the Teachers Evening 

Last week on Wednesday evening, we held our annual ‘Grade 7 Meet the Teachers Evening’.  Along with 

Homeroom Teachers making phone contact with parents, we view the evening as an important aspect of our 

reporting to parents and building relationships with the students and their family.  We were pleased with the 

number of parents that turned up to the evening and we trust that everyone found the evening both informative 

and enjoyable.  There is a strong correlation between the success a student has at school and the importance a 

family places on education.  We are proud that Latrobe High parents and family members want to be informed 

about their son/daughters education and are actively promoting the importance of education at home.  

Inter-High Swimming 

Congratulations to all students who represented Latrobe High School at the Inter-High Swimming Carnival.  The 

Health and Physical Education staff were glowing in their feedback about students. In particular, they highlighted 

students’ wonderful behaviour, sportsmanship and their willingness to give their best effort. It was a wonderful 

effort by all students to finish the day in third position.  Thank you 

to the HPE staff for their support and organisation. 

Lions Club - Youth of the Year 

On Monday 7 March, I had the pleasure of attending the Lions 

Youth of the Year competition, which was held at the Latrobe 

Football Clubrooms.  Kelvyn Linton (Gr 10), Rachel Bentley (Gr 10) 

and Hayley Crack (Year 12, past LHS student) all participated in the 

event.  Twenty percent of the overall decision was based on their 

ability to answer two impromptu questions, where they had two 

minutes to give their answer, and a five minute prepared speech.  

All three students did a wonderful job and should be extremely 

pleased with their efforts.  The overall winner was Hayley Crack 

and the winner of the public speaking section was Kelvyn Linton.  

Hayley will now represent the Latrobe Lions Club at the regional final.  We are looking at offering an in-school 

competition for students some time in Term 3.  
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Reports 

Our first term ‘Progress Report’ will be mailed home to parents on Thursday 7 April.   The reports are intended 

to give parents an indication of how students have started the year, particularly in regard to their organisation, 

effort and behaviour in class.  If there are any issues which arise from the reports, we urge you to contact the 

relevant teacher at the start of Term 2.  

Attendance 

It is imperative that students attend school unless they are too sick to do so.  It is a legal requirement that all 

absences are explained by parents/carers.  A text message is sent to parents of absent students if no explanation 

has been received by 9:30am each morning.  Please ensure if you have forgotten to inform us of your child’s 

absence, you respond to the text message.  Last year we had an average attendance rate of 90%.  This is equal to 

the highest attendance rate for a high school along the North West Coast. During the first five weeks of school, 

we are tracking at 94%.  I would like to thank parents for their support in making sure their child is attending 

school every day.  If a student misses one day of school every fortnight, they will miss the equivalent of a years’ 

worth of education by the time they are in Grade 10. 

Coalition with Don College  

I am extremely proud of the partnership we have with Don College and we need to celebrate the high number of 

students who are going onto Don.  We are very fortunate that our school community values education and sees 

the importance of students completing Year 11 and 12.  As advertised through the media last week, Latrobe high 

School along with Reece High, Devonport High and Sheffield School have joined a coalition model with Don 

College, to investigate how we can support Year 11 and 12 retention.  We will be spending 2016 planning and 

working closely with our school community and the other schools to look at a number of possibilities for the small 

percentage of students that are currently not going onto further education.   

Camps 

As you read this, Grade 7 and Grade 8 students are enjoying their camp experience, with Grade 7’s at Gowrie 

Park and Grade 8’s at Fulton Park.  I know students and staff were extremely excited about the camps and what 

was planned.  Camps are a wonderful way to enhance our school values (positive relationships, resilience, respect 

and learning) in a challenging and different environment.  Every year we see the benefit of taking students out of 

their comfort zone and I know they will develop stronger relationships with each other and the staff on the camp.   

 

Important Dates Term 1, 2016 

Wednesday 9 March to 11 March - Grade 7 and 8 Camps 

Monday 14 March - Public Holiday 

Wednesday 16 March - Relay for Life Fundraising Barbecue (Leadership Team) 

Thursday 17 March - Big Day Out Surf Carnival at Sankey Beach, Hawley 

Friday 25 March to Tuesday 29 March - Easter Break 

Thursday 31 March - Whole School Assembly 2pm to 3pm (Block 4) 

Tuesday 5 April to Thursday 7 April - Grade 9 camp 

Monday 4 April - Grade 10’s will have Mock Interviews   

Tuesday 5 April to Friday 8 April - Work Experience 

Friday 8 April - Student Free Day (Grade 10’s at Work Experience) 

 

BRENT ARMITSTEAD 

PRINCIPAL 



WRITER OF THE MONTH 
Thank you to those students who entered the  February ‘Writer of the Month’. Below are the winning entries. Both 
students will receive a $15 gift voucher from The Devonport Book as well as a certificate. 

Next month, students are invited to submit their poetry. There is no set theme.  

 

Wendy Leonard 

 

SPRING HAS COME. 

A flash of red darts acorss the snow covered forest in the early days of dawn.   Amber eyes that seem to 

burn brightly along with its long, silky red coat.   As the small yet agile creature runs through the group 

of trees, tiny footprints are trailed behind in the thin, soft white snow that covers the ground.   Soon, 

the strange creature stops and sits in the middle of a small meadow, waiting. 

 

The sky above, that used to be night, suddenly brightens up with the rising sun’s rays of light.   The 

frozen, yet quiet meadow, soon is consumed with light, warming the creature's coat.   The, the ground 

starts to melt under the sun’s beam of light, small stalks of lush, green grass sprouts from the sheet of 

snow below.   The trees are soon freed from the cold, harsh months of winter and now the beautiful 

forest has finally been reunited with the warm, clear days of spring.   The creature yawns softly, 

showing its sharp, long twin canines.   It watches as a small, youthful daisy blooms in front of it.   

White, crisp petals shine slightly with small water droplets sitting lazily in its golden centre. 

 

Wild and free, the small creature ruffles it’s soft fur and glances at the vast, blue sky.   The peaceful 

shapes of the clouds that pass by, the furred creature darts off into the forest, the lightly, chilly wind 

trailing behind it as the creature runs. 

 

The stunning, breathtaking scenery left behind, the creatuire disappears into the unknown land.   The 

moist, damp new growth soon is reborn once again into the once before frozen, vast landscpape. 

Finally, spring has come. 

 

By Krystal Linton 

If you are wondering what the animal is—it ‘s a red fox! 

 

 

THE STORM 

The enormous white tipped waves were crashing against the old wooden ship, as pieces of the wood 

fall down into the deep dark, bottomless ocean.   The men were frantically holding on for their dear 

lives.   The cry for help “Please, help me! God, please, I beg of you! 

But no one answered. 

 

By Hollie Dobson 

 



GRADE 9 REPORT 

The first thing I would like to do in this Grade 9 report is recognise the excellent achievement of a large 

number of Grade 9 students who have received a Strength Award. Well done to the following students: Austin 

Taylor, Jaime Frankcombe, Kye Edgar, Harmoni Richardson, Mathew Napier, Dylan Fahey, Aiden Kissick, 

Francis Baricuatro, Jack Lamble, Emily Ryan, Bronte Duniam, Leigh Castles, Agnes Brown, Cameron Wyatt, 

Cooper Stuart, Joseph Chaplin, Darcy Miller, Kassidy Baldock, Isabella Anderson, Corey Hunt, Maggie Fulham, 

Amy White and Billy Thorne.  

In most cases I am hearing positive news from teachers of Grade 9 students. Unfortunately however, I am also 

hearing and seeing a small number of students who are not working to their full potential. Part of Latrobe High 

School’s motto is “Best Effort.” Can parents please discuss this with your children at home and reiterate how 

important “Best Effort” is in all aspects of the school.  

Over the past week information regarding the Grade 9 camp has been given out to students. If you have not 

received any letters can you please ensure that your child collects them from the office and delivers them 

home. It is vital that all students are prepared for camp and that parents are aware of all information. Grade 9 

camp has been highly successful in the past and I am sure that it will be again this year. 

 

BEN OLIVER 

GRADE COORDINATOR 

PRE WINTER UNIFORM SALE 

 

LHS PUFFER JACKETS—NOW $45.00  

Were $60.00 

LIMITED SIZES 

 

KIDS - 12 & 14.   

ADULTS -  SMALL MEDIUM AND LARGE 



STUDENT ABSENCES 

If your child is going to be absent from school 

due to illness or for any other reason, you can 

notify us in the following ways: 

 

   SKOOLBAG APP 

   simply open the app and go to  

           EFORMS and fill in the absentee form 

 
 

  SMS 

    send a message to  0428 937 348 

 
 

   EMAIL 

            latrobe.high@education.tas.gov.au 

 
 

   PHONE 

    Phone our school office - 64261061 

 

 

A REMINDER TO 
STUDENTS WHO CATCH 

BUSES 
Students catching a bus to school are 
reminded that they are not to disembark the 
bus at bus stops in Gilbert St. This is in 
breach of our policy and we ask that all 
students remain on the bus until they are at 
the school bus stop. 
 
Students catching buses after school must 
also catch the bus at the school bus stops 
either in Last St or Percival St.  

The manager of the Mersey Link buses has 
contacted the school and indicated they will 
not pick students up from or drop students 
off at alternative bus stops.  

 

Sally Oakley 

Grade 10 Report 

Over the next few weeks, Grade 10 students will be focussing on Work Experience. In Humanities, students will be 

writing their letters of application for the Mock Interviews and developing their resumes. This will be a busy time 

Grade 10 students.  

Students have been asking about the arrival of their Grade 10 hoodies and when these will be available. These will 

be ready for collection before the Easter break, just before the cooler weather sets in. We are really happy with 

the design and this will be a nice addition to the Grade 10 school uniform. 

Well done to the following students who have received strength awards: Ellah Davern, Edward Lancaster, Jade 

Clark and Skye Woolley. Please note that strength awards are no longer sent via mail, but are handed directly to 

the student to take home. 

Next Thursday is The Big Day Out and I’m hoping to see excellent participation from the Grade 10’s. This is the 

final year for students to be involved in all the wonderful programs Latrobe High School has on offer. Everyone 

needs to make the most of 2016! 

Just a reminder that the Grade 10 Dinner will take place on Tuesday 20 December, with the Farewell Assembly 

being held Wednesday 21 December. 

If you have any questions regarding any points listed above, or have any concerns about your child, please contact 

me via email or through the school office. 

Wendy Leonard 

Grade 10 Coordinator 

mailto:latrobe.high@education.tas.gov.au


 

HPE Hot Spot 

 

 

The Big Day Out is a very fun and exciting day held at Sankey Beach, Hawley on Thursday March 17. Our 

annual surf carnival includes many surf and sand events to compete in, such as volleyball, beach flags, 

board race and the gruelling “iron person” event, plus many more. This is a great chance to earn 

valuable house points and an opportunity to be active. There is an option for students living in the Port 

Sorell/Shearwater area to travel straight to Sankey Beach from home. If this is a preference, please 

return a signed permission slip to you home room teacher before the carnival date. The aquatics 

permission form must be returned before the student can participate in this carnival.  

So remember to “slip, slop, slap, seek and slide”, wear your house colours and enjoy a Big Day Out! 

 

Netball roster is about to start. Please view the noticeboard outside the canteen for more details. 

 

Soccer signups are now open to all grades and genders. Please see Mr Humphrey for more details. 

 

 

INTERHIGH SWIMMING RESULTS  



 

Artist of the Month 

 

Katelyn Geard Henry Mignot 

Xavier Carter 

Megan Hedditch 



LEADERSHIP REPORT 
Last Friday the Leadership Team travelled to Launceston to attend the GRIP Leadership 
conference where we believe we gained a considerable amount of knowledge and skills to 
be the most productive Leadership Team possible. 

We would like to applaud everyone who participated in the swimming trials and 
congratulate all the students who made it to the Inter-high. The Leadership Team are 
extremely excited to be joining the Grade 8’s on their camp. We all hope to make the 
experience fun and memorable for all Grade 8’s. 

Coming up this term is Relay for Life. The Leadership Team is holding the Student Leader 
auction and BBQ on Wednesday the 16th of March to raise money for the Cancer Council.  

The Big Day Out is also rapidly approaching and we encourage everyone to participate fully 
in your house colours. It is a wonderful experience and you will be able to gain valuable 
points for your house. 

 

Rebecca West and Edward Lancaster 

School Captains 

 



GRADE 7 REPORT 

This is a very exciting week for our grade 7’s with school camp at Gowrie Park happening on Wednesday March 9 

through to Friday March 11. Students will be engaged in a variety of activities, which include:  

Biscuiting at Lake Barrington- thanks to Horsehead Water Ski Club 

Getting lost in all the fantastic mazes at Tasmazia 

Bushwalking at Cradle Mountain 

Exploring around the foothills of Mount Roland 

Eating at the Old Black Stump restaurant 

Quiz Night and night time games 

Students will be working in house teams and forming relationships and friendships will keep them in good stead for 

their future education. 

Congratulations to the following students who represented the school at the recent Inter High Swimming Carnival: 

Katie Ryan, Olivia Smith, Sammie Dick, Megan Hedditch, Belle Needham, Jack Maynard, Jonte Armitstead, James 

Carter and Ben Carey. On all reports, the students performed extremely well with Latrobe High School placing 3rd 

out of all the schools. 

The following students were deemed stars in their class this week: 

 

7A: Belle Needham -  Belle is such a bright and bubbly class member.  She is working hard in all subject areas and 

should be proud of her efforts. 

7B: Danika Hall - Danika has made an excellent start at Latrobe High. She is highly motivated and interested in the 

work, especially our History Mystery Unit. 

7C: Jack Huddlestone -  Jack has been working extremely hard in Humanities.  His story writing in English is mature 

and insightful.  Keep up the great work Jack! 

7D: Milla Rigby - Milla is a delight to teach. She works very hard in Basics and has quite a competitive edge in Sport 

for Girls! 

Future events for the students include a Big Day Out Surf Carnival on Thursday March 17 at Sankey Beach, Hawley. 

More information will be enclosed in this newsletter and all students who were present at the recent assembly 

viewed a video and information in regards to the day. Students will be engaged in sand activities as well as aquatic 

activities. This is a fantastic event for students to work on their participation points and also work well in a team 

environment. 

The grade 7 students have played nicely in a zone allocated for them recently at the school, with many students 

moving towards the grade 8-10 students. Students are now encouraged to venture into the playground and 

continue to look out for each other. Many of the students have joined in with basketball activities against other 

grades and formed strong friendships already. 

As per previous newsletters, if you would like to contact me, the best form of contact is via email: 

aaron.humphrey@education.tas.gov.au 

 

Aaron Humphrey 

Grade 7 Coordinator 

mailto:aaron.humphrey@education.tas.gov.au


SCHOOL ASSOCIATION:   

This is a copy of a letter from the Association to the Minister for Education and Training, as well as, our 

local politicians in Braddon and Lyons regarding concerns about school bus costs. 



 

White on Black 

Students have been exploring the technique of drawing in reverse, using white charcoal on 

black cardboard.  It has made them use their observational skills more than they would 

normally, as they have had to really concentrate on where to add highlights.  

Sophia Hannah 

Lucy Ayers 



 

Gemma Smith 

Katelyn Geard 





 



 



















CONTACT DETAILS 

Percival Street, LATROBE, TAS 7310 

PO Box 105, Latrobe 7310 

Phone: 03 6426 1061 Fax: 03 6426 2242 

Email: latrobe.high@education.tas.gov.au   

Web:  http://latrobehigh.education.tas.edu.au 

Mental Health Support Services 

Support is available from the 

following 24 hour telephone services: 

Lifeline 131114, Kidshelpline  

1800 55 1800 and Headspace for 

online and telephone support –  

6335 3100 or headspace.org.au.  

DISCLAIMER:  Parents should note that advertisements for educational services, companies, activities or similar events are published 

as a community service. Latrobe High School is in no way liable for the quality, supervision or integrity of the provider  and strongly 

suggests that parents make their own enquiries before engaging with the advertised event. 

  Brent Armitstead 

              Principal             


